The Con nection

Professional Connections

Great Bay Kidsbd
several organizations that promote either the
field of Early Childhood Education or the
Community. We are a member of both the
Exeter Area Chamber of Commerce and the
Greater Portsmouth Chamber of Commerce
Both of these organizations provide great
resources and support for local businesses

and are a great way to network with others in
the community. We also belong to two
organizations that are more specific to the

town or area in which we provide child care
services: The Newmarket Business
Association and the Tenants Association at
Pease (TAP).

Those organizations that promote
professionalism in the field of Early
Childhood Education include the Alliance for
Better Child Care (ABC), Early Learning New
Hampshire (ELNH), and the National
Association for the Education of Young
Children (NAEYC).

The Alliance for Better Child Care (ABC)
provides opportunities for education,
communication and support to child care
professionals. Each year ABC holds an
educators conference in Portsmouth. This
conference is held each year on a Friday in
May and allows members of our teaching
staff a chance to attend a conference during
work hours.
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Early Learning New Hampshire  helps to
support the child care industry by advancing
public policy efforts that expand access to
affordable, quality child care and early
education; they hold monthly network
meetings for center based and family based
providers; and host a professional
development conference every fall. These
are just a few examples of the benefits of
being a member of Early Learning New
Hampshire.

Membership to the National Association for
the Education of Young Children (NAEYC)
and our affiliate the  New Hampshire
Association for the Education of Young
Children is individual and each Director at
GBKC has an individual membership and many
of our teaching staff are also members.
NAEYC is committed to bringing high -quality
early education and care to all young

children.  Benefits of membership include:
receiving the journal  Young Children or the
journal Teaching Young Children,
scholarships to reduce the cost of attending

an AEYC Conference or training,

newsletters, opportunity for advocacy on
behalf of young children and networking with
peers in our field.

At GBKC we take our early childhood
profession very seriously and are pleased to
be a part of such valuable organizations that
benefit the families and staff within our
agency and the communities in which we
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1 June 21, 2010

Annual Meeting
7:00-8:00 pm
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Commitment to Professional Development

Great Bay Kidds Co mp training. We are proud of all of our

to the professional development and dedicated educators who continue to The New Hampshire Association for

continuing education of its employees. learn and grow by attending workshops the Education of ¥Young
Al'l teaching staff aandconferences throughout the year. Annual Conference ORhyt
Company are required to obtain 12 Childhoodoé6 with EIlla Je

attended by Cathy DeWees, Megan

Monroe, Wendy Monroe and Kristy

Verville. A few of the exciting

wor kshops they attendec
to Move: An Introduction to Brain

Gymé, OEarly Sprouts Gze
Chil drenbo, oO0Math Matter
Experienced and OEmphasc
Individuality of Each Child: by Sharing

1 Multicultural, Multilingual

hours of professional development
training each year. In addition to the

12 hours of training, staff are required

to have current certification in Water
Safety Training, First Aid and CPR.
Each teacher completes a Professional
Development Plan every year. This plan
assists the teacher in identifying Core
Knowledge Areas of interest to them
and areas where they may be

interested in obtaining additional Expressionsdé with EIIla
Zumba!
Michelle Poulin our Pease Pre- Jubilation in Portsmouth, with
Kindergarten Teacher is a the proceeds going to Great Bay
certified Zumba instructor. On Ki ds ! We wer e ama
April 17 ™ Michelle hosted two attendance for both classes and

0Totally Radi cal theeventraised $455.00.
Partyd by donat i cThankyou Michelle!

14th Annual Art Show

each classroom to submit a group Office at 772 -9830 for ordering
piece of artwork for our Silent

Auction. The artwork pieces
submitted are amazingly beautiful,
creative and diverse. The Auction is
a fun addition to our evening with
staff, parents, friends and family
bidding on their classroom artwork
or favorite canvas.

information.

We also created note cards from
the art work that were available
for purchase. If you have not yet

Thursday April 15 ™ we celebrated our ordered your note cards it is not
Fourteenth Annual Gr «toolate! Youmay contactyour
Company Chil dr ends ADirector or call the Administrative

past couple of years we have asked




