
The Con nection  
30 Years of Commitment and Dedication  

Thirty years ago, Jimmy 

Carter was President, 

gasoline cost $0.63 per 

gallon, the number one song 

in America was Shadow 

Dancing by Andy Gibb

(www.1970õsFlashback.com) 

and Sandy Patterson began 

her teaching career at 

Great Bay Kidsõ Company in 

Exeter.  

     Sandyõs career began as 

a Pre-kindergarten teacher 

at the Water Street site 

of what was formerly known 

as the Newmarket/Exeter 

Child Care Centers.  She 

then moved to the 

renovated site on School 

Street in Exeter where she 

helped to found the Part -

Day Preschool Program.  

During this time, Sandy 

introduced the 

intergenerational program 

with Riverwoods of Exeter.  

Once per month, her Morning 

Glory class would travel on 

the Riverwoods bus to visit 

the residents.  Once there, 

Sandy and her students would 

sing with the residents, 

participate in special events, 

enjoy arts and craft projects 

and share snacks with their 

new friends.  This program is 

still in existence today and 

continues to be a very 

rewarding experience for the 

residents and the children 

alike. 

     Sandy is currently a co -

lead teacher in the 

òGrasshopperó preschool room 

at the Exeter Center and is 

looking forward to making a 

change at our new site in 

Exeter at Squamscott 

Community Commons.  She is 

very excited about becoming 

one of the agencyõs first 

ever- infant teachers.  Sandy 

has already visited other 

infant sites and attended 

infant -themed workshops to 

ensure that she is fully 

prepared to provide the 

best, most loving care to the 

infants in her room.  If 

history repeats itself, the 

new infant room will be a 

huge success with Sandy 

leading the way.  

Our quality programs are 

enriched every year through 

generous donations from caring 

community members, families  

and companies committed to 

giving .  We want to recognize 

and thank everyone who has 

contributed to Great Bay Kidsõ 

Company this year.   With your 

monetary donations we can 

continue to grow while 

providing  quality care and 

enriched learning to the 

children in our community.  

Thank you~ 

          The Feng Family 

          The Mansfield Family  

          Jeff Monroe  

          Lane Cheney  

      Bottomline Technologies  

     Give with Liberty Donors:  

 Krstyna Baker  

 Donna Cote 

 Jennifer Fan  

 David Gannon 

 Rita Rajan 

 Neil Taitel  
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Calendar of Events  

¶ 9/17/08   Exeter  

Center Family Open 

House 

¶ 9/24/08  Newmarket  

Center Family Open 

House 

¶ 9/27/08  GBKC Family 

Barbeque at Stratham 

Hill Park                      

¶ 10/18/08 Applebeeõs 

Pancake Breakfast 

Fundraiser in Epping  

¶ 11/1/08 To Your Artõs 

Content òFamily Night 

Outó Fundraiser 

¶ 4/19 -25/09 National 

Association for the 

Education of Young 

Children òWeek of the 

Young Childó 

¶ 4/23/09   GBKC 13th 

Annual Childrenõs Art 

Show 

Thank you to our Donors  
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Cupcakes, cookies, and sugary snacks are 

a food of the past at Great Bay Kidsõ 

Company.  Candy, cupcakes, birthday 

cakes and brownies are just a few of the 

treats that are expected during holidays 

and birthdays.  After taking a look at 

how often these celebrations occur, and 

the statistics on childhood obesity in the 

U.S., it was plain to see that it was time 

for a change.  

The agency adopted the New Wellness 

Policy effective in January of this year.  

The policy states that Great Bay Kidsõ 

will serve children a healthy breakfast, 

lunch and afternoon snack.  Although 

meals have always been provided at 

GBKC, the cooks have made long strides 

in reducing the amount of 

fat and sugar content in 

the foods we serve.  The 

families of GBKC were 

eased out of the habit of 

bringing in treats for 

their childrenõs birthdays 

and the teachers got 

ready to make their 

studentõs birthdays 

special and memorable. 

Since the policy was introduced, families 

are no longer responsible for a special 

snack for their childõs birthday.  They 

are asked to let their childrenõs teachers 

take care of the celebration.  Children 

can choose a way to celebrate their 

birthday with their friends at 

school.  As long as it is 

appropriate and healthy, the 

teachers will work the childõs 

choice into the curriculum for 

that day.  

Children have not missed the 

sugar.  òCrazy Hair Day,ó 

òPajama Day,ó and òSports Dayó 

have been popular and healthy 

alternatives chosen by the children. 

Other popular activities include making 

fruit salad, painting posters with trucks 

and having an entire day dedicated to 

their favorite color. When you ask a 

child at Great Bay Kidsõ Company what 

they want to do for their birthday, you 

wonõt hear them say òCupcakes.ó 

New Great Bay Kidsõ Program ~ Newfields Action Club  

On August 27 th, Great Bay Kidsõ 

Company will be opening a new 

addition to our School -Age 

Programs.  The Newfields 

Elementary School chose Great 

Bay Kidsõ from a group of local 

child care providers to operate 

the afterschool program for 

children enrolled in Grades K -5. 

    The Newfields Action Club will 

offer a balance of child 

structured time, enrichment 

activities, gross motor activities 

and quiet time to work on 

homework! 

       For information regarding the 

Newfields Action Club, or any of 

our quality programs, please call 

(603) 772 -4132.  Newfields Elementary School  

On May 1, 2006 we were awarded our 

Licensed Plus status by the NH Child 

Development Bureau, Department of 

Health and Human Services.  Licensed 

Plus is a quality rating system that 

recognizes NH child care programs for 

efforts to improve the quality of care 

for young children and rewards 

programs that strive to improve their 

practices and staff qualifications.  It 

also allows families to identify programs 

with higher quality.  

The Staff 

at Great 

Bay Kidsõ 

Company 

have 

worked 

very hard to achieve this status by 

attending varies educational workshops.  

It is imperative that we, as providers 

for children, recognize the importance 

of having a quality program.  We are 

constantly striving to ensure that all of 

our staff have the essential knowledge 

and skills they need to be an effective 

teacher and to provide the quality care 

that all of our families have come to 

expect.  

Licensed Plus Recognition  

Cupcake -Free Celebrations  
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We would like to take this time to 

publicly thank Mary Friling for her 

service to our Board of Directors.  

Mary has been a member of our Board 

of Directors for the past ten years 

and held the position of Treasurer on 

the board.  Mary is a Certified Public 

Accountant who owned her own 

business until recently when she sold 

the business so that she could retire.  

Mary is leaving our board as she is 

moving to Virginia to be closer to her 

children and grandchildren and so 

that she can be farther away from 

the harsh winters in New England!  

We will miss her financial knowledge 

and her dedication to our agency and 

wish her the best in her retirement.  

Although it will be hard to replace 

Mary, we are hoping that there is 

someone out there that is up to the 

challenge!!   We are in need of people 

to add to our Board of Directors.  

Specifically we are looking for 

someone with a background in finance 

and accounting.  We are also looking to 

add other members to our board who 

have an interest or background in 

education, public relations, banking 

and/or building/construction.  If you 

are interested in sharing your talents 

with Great Bay Kidsõ Company and 

would like to learn more about 

opportunities on our Board of 

Directors, please call Wendy at 772 -

9830.  

New Toddler Program at our Exeter Center  

Starting on September 2 nd 

the Exeter Center will be 

welcoming 2 year olds (Toddlers) 

into our center. We are very 

excited for this new addition to 

our programs.  

Our Newmarket Center 

currently houses toddlers and as 

an agency we received many calls 

each day for 2 year old care.  

Having only one site that provided 

care for this age made it hard to 

accommodate all the families that 

were in need of care.  

 Now with our new Toddler 

Program in Exeter we will be able 

to meet the needs of more 

families around the Exeter Area.  
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Our Newmarket Toddler group, the 

Puffins, recently attended a òWayne 

From Maineó concert held at 

Stratham Hill Park.  The children 

enjoyed singing and dancing along with 

the music.   

As part of our curriculum, children 

take field trips throughout the year 

to various places around their 

community to learn more about their 

surroundings.  In the past, children 

have taken trips to various museums, 

parks, farms, beaches and ball games.  

This is all included in the price of 

tuition!  

Fun, Educational Field Trips  
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Future builders and architects  


